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Societal Attitudes toward Persons with Disabilities
—Qualitative Research on the Experiences of the Residents at
the National Rehabilitation Center for Persons with Disabilities—
Chikako (KIMURA) YAMAKI*, Akira TERASHIMA**, Yoshihiko YAMAZAKI***

To address the societal attitudes toward persons with disabilities, we interviewed twelve residents at
the National Rehabilitation Center for the Persons with Disabilities in order to understand their
perspectives on social attitudes toward persons with disabilities and the impact these attitudes have on
their daily lives. Societal attitudes were perceived with three central concerns: 1) limited opportunities to
lead independent lives, 2) peer-group discrimination, 3) exclusion and disdain in public places. These
pressures are perceived as both tangible discrimination and intangible aspects of the social climate and
atmc;sphere which reflects the negative "disability role". The participants' reaction to these negative
attitudes were found as 1)feeling of exclusion and isolation and desire to interact with society, 2)
acquaintances hesitating to participate socially, 3) positive approach to oneself and the society. Our result
showed that the societal attitudes toward the persons with disabilities actually affect the daily lives of the
persons with disabilities, so we need further research to investigate the quality and quantity of these
attitudes including intangible atmosphere of the society. We also need to document the existence of the

active challengers with disabilities.
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