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The business outline and problems of support for persons with deafblind

by night wacthpersons at a training center
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Abstract

Time spent by night watchpersons for 8 deafblind trainees at a group home resident were analysed
from diaries of night watchpersons’observations for one year, and questionnaires were conducted on 16
night watchmen on their job satisfaction. Results showed that 1) most night watchpersons had no
difficulty to carry on their work without the skill of sign language nor finger braille, 2) psychological
care was required when one of the resident had Influenza and after the Great East Japan Earthquake,
3) the major personal care was night communication of average 19.8 min. and monitoring of average
148 min. These results suggest that 1) there are some strategies to keep safety of the deafblind
residents even though the watchpersons do not have the necessary skill of sign language nor finger
braille, 2) manuals for a variety of emergency situations are required including the psychological
considerations, 3) the communication between the watchpersons and the young adult residents
contributed to communication skill learning for watchpersons and to recreational activities for the young

residents.
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