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Effects of workshop and consultation about developmental disabilities on teachers in nursery schools

Tomohiro SAYAMA, Risa NIITSUMA®, Kousuke MATSUGAMI*, Kouji MURAKAMI,
Shinya SAITO* Toshihiro NAGAYOSHI", Chiyoko SATO™, Akiko OGATA™™

Abstract

This study aimed to reveal the effects of workshop and consultation about developmental disabilities on
teachers in nursery schools. The workshop was on the characteristics of autism spectrum disorders and
the methods of supporting children with developmental disabilities. The consultation included observing
children and a briefing session. Questionnaires were used to measure the effects of the workshop and
consultation on the teachers. Additionally, they sought information on the specialty skills of teachers, the
difficulties faced by teachers, and the actual support. Results revealed that the teachers” knowledge of
developmental disabilities and of special support, and actual support increased after the workshop and
consultation. The results indicated that the workshop and consultation were useful to advance the support

for children with developmental disabilities in nursery schools.
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