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Effect of Tsunami Evacuation Drills by Persons with Psychiatric Disorders and

their Relation with Community Residents
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Abstract

The experiences of disaster drills by a social welfare service corporation, Urakawa Bethel’s House,
were investigated. Interviews were conducted with town officers, the president of a neighborhood
organization, and a social worker at Bethel’s House. It was revealed that 1) town officers checked the
safety of elderly persons using the ordinary service network instead of using the list of persons with
special needs for disasters; 2) although the neighborhood organization made a buddy system for elderly
persons who needed help to evacuate, their method of safety evacuation was not certain; and 3)
although successful evacuation during three great earthquakes was achieved as a result of evacuation
drills two times per year at Bethel's House, "a more effective evacuation route" , "the method of
evacuation for wheelchair users" , and "mental health and responsibility of workshop staff" were left
unsolved. These results suggest that 10 years of cooperation on disaster preparedness among three
stakeholders, Bethel’'s House, the neighborhood organization, and the town office, helped the steady
progress of autonomic evacuation behaviors and natural cooperation to find reasonable accommodations
in case of natural disasters. However, more time is still required to reduce anxieties by persons with

psychiatric disorders at evacuation shelters because each stakeholder provides a different solution.
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