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Characteristics of New Amputees Who Visited the Brace Clinic at the National Rehabilitation Center

for Persons with Disabilities in the Past 10 Years
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Abstract

We examined new amputees who visited the Brace clinic at the National Rehabilitation Center for
Persons with Disabilities in the past 10 years from April 2005 to March 2015. Congenital limb deficiency
was excluded from this study. The characteristics of 176 new amputees (141 men and 35 women) were
analyzed along with age at the time of amputation, and cause and level of amputation. The mean age at
the time of amputation was 50.8 + 17.8 years. There were 37 (21.0%) unilateral upper limb amputees, 105
(59.7%) unilateral lower limb amputees, and 34 (19.3%) multiple amputees. There were 3 (1.7%) trilateral
amputees and 2 (1.1%) quadrilateral amputees. The percentage of major amputations was 95.1% among
unilateral limb amputations. The mean age at the time of amputation of traumatic amputees and disease
amputees was 42.6 = 17.7 years and 59.6 £ 13.3 years, respectively. Diabetes mellitus and peripheral
arterial disease were the main causes of disease amputation. Among cases of unilateral upper limb
amputation, 91.9% of amputations were due to traumatic causes, while among cases of unilateral lower
limb amputation, this percentage was 36.2%; a significant difference was seen between the two groups
(0€0.01).
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